
Murder on Detroit Ave 
--------------------- 
 
Case Opened: 23rd July 1993 
District: 34th 
File number: 11235813#F 
 
 



Detective’s report 

------------------- 

Call received at 00:23 from a Mr Timothy 
Gowers, flatmate of the victim. Gowers had 
found the body of Mr Curtis T. McMullen on the 
kitchen floor at 9170 Detroit Avenue. 

McMullen had been shot through the chest with a 
single bullet, and was pronounced dead at the 
scene by the coroner, who arrived at 01:07. 

A sketch of the crime scene was conducted by 
the first officers to respond, photographs were 
taken and a evidence unit collected blood and 
soil samples. 

Fingerprints found at the scene were found only 
to belong to Gowers and McMullen. 



Suspect #1: Gill Bates 

----------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

Suspect #2: Carol Andrews 

--------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 



Suspect #3: James Douglas Morrison 

----------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

Suspect #4: Steven Tallarico 

-------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 



Crime Scene Sketch 

------------------ 

 

 

 

 



Crime Scene Description 

------------------------ 

The kitchen was demarcated using a 50cm x 50cm 
grid. An x axis (in the east-west direction) 
was marked along the south wall from 0-11. A y 
axis (in the north-south direction) was marked 
along the west wall from 0-7. 

 

The west wall of the kitchen had the fridge in 
the south-west corner, then the oven to the 
north, and then bench space (1m wide). The 
north wall contained a window. The south wall 
was under construction – a stud wall with 
insulation and wiring evident. The east wall 
had an open archway entrance to the kitchen. 

 

Using the grid system above, evidence was 
located in the following positions: 

Body: Feet (3,1)(3,2) Hips (5, 1.5) Hands (5.5, 
1.5)(6.4, 0.5) Head (6.5, 1.5) 

Empty ice cube tray: (7, 0.5) 

Pile of nails (some rusty): (9, 0.5) 

Water spill: Covering from (7, 0.5) t0 (9, 1.5) 

Chairs: (7, 5) and (10, 5) 

Table: Centre (8.5, 5), size: 1m x 1m 

 

 

 

 



Crime Scene Photographs 

----------------------- 

 

 

 

 

South wall. Stud wall with insulation 

 

 

 

 

West wall. Freezer door ajar 

 

 

 

 

North wall. Window unlocked. 

 

 

 

 

East wall. Archway 

 

 

 

 



Coroner’s Report 

------------------ 

Deceased: 

Curtis T. McMullen 

 

Sex: Male 

Age:46 

Height: 173cm 

 

Notes: 

Bruising found on 
the rear of the head 
and right elbow. 

 

 

 

A single gunshot wound to the chest. Entry 
wound exactly in the midline. Exit wound on the 
left shoulder, laterally 7cm and 4cm above the 
entry wound. 

Victim bled out on the floor of the kitchen. 

 

Cause of death: Gunshot wound. 

 

 

 





Follow-up interviews 

------------------- 

Persons known to McMullen were interviewed to 
assist in establishing a time of death. 

 

Gowers reported that he had left the house at 
9170 Detroit Avenue on a date with his 
girlfriend at 1700h. 

 

Vladimir Voevodsky, a colleague of McMullen, 
said that he had left work at 5:30pm the day 
before the body was found. 

Other colleagues at Bates Engineering Co. 
confirmed that McMullen drove to and from work, 
and his car was found in the driveway of 9170 
Detroit Ave. 



Interviews 

------------------- 

Name: Gill Bates (Suspect #1) 

 

CEO of Bates Engineering Co., employer of 
Curtis T. McMullen. Widely reported to be a 
cruel boss, and known to have taped McMullen to 
his chair in his office for 24h in order to 
force him to complete his work. 

 

Spent time at the Grafton Correctional 
Institution (1984-1985) for petty theft and 
larceny. 

Owns a registered 0.45 Handgun. 

Claims to have been having dinner at La Piazza 
Pizza on the evening of the 22nd July. Alibi is 
confirmed by the owner and fellow diners. 



Interviews 

------------------- 

Name: Carol Andrews (Suspect #2) 

 

Ex girlfriend of Curtis T. McMullen. According 
to friends they had had a rough break-up 
recently. On the evening of 17th July, McMullen 
and Andrews had been fighting at Cocktails Bar, 
and was reported to have screamed “I’m gonna 
kill ya!” 

 

Spent time at the Grafton Correctional 
Institution (1990-1991) for repeated DUI and 
traffic offences. 

Owns a registered 0.38 Revolver. 

Claims to have been out at Reddstone Bar the 
night of the murder. No corroborating 
witnesses. 



Interviews 

------------------- 

Name: James Douglas Morrison (Suspect #3) 

 

Former flatmates of McMullen. 

Left owing rent. McMullen and Morrison 
reportedly did not get along well together, and 
McMullen was pursuing the case in small claims 
court. 

 

Served time at the Allen Oakwood Correctional 
Facility (1982-1986) for Grand Theft (Auto) and 

the Lorain Correctional Institution (1987-1991) 
for assault. 

 

Owns a registered 0.38 Revolver. 

Claims to have been out at Ho Wood Chinese 
restaurant the night of the murder. Alibi is 
confirmed by his friend, Simon Donaldson. 



Interviews 

------------------- 

Name: Steven Tallarico (Suspect #4) 

 

Friend of Curtis Gowers and Carol Andrews. Had 
walked out of Coctails with Andrews on the 
night of the 17th July. 

 

Served time at the Lorain Correctional 
Institution (1987-1988) for minor assault. 

 

Claims not to own a gun, however, a 0.38 
calibre revolving was found in his apartment. 

 

Claims to have been down at the shore of Lake 
Erie on a date. Unable to confirm the alibi, 
since he would not divulge the name of his 
girlfriend. 



Ballistics report 
----------------- 
Bullet at scene: 
0.38 calibre, grooves every 60 degrees 
 
 
 
 
 

Suspect 1 bullet 

(0.45 calibre) 

 

 

Suspect 4 bullet 

(0.38 calibre) 

 

 

Suspect 3 bullet 

(0.38 calibre) 

 

 

Suspect 2 bullet 

(0.38 calibre) 

 

 




